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About the Author  

The Revd. Prof. Richard Burridge is Dean of King's College London, where he is also Professor 
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Jesus?, and Jesus Now and Then. 

Imitating Jesus: An inclusive approach to New Testament ethics 

Richard A. Burridge Eerdmans £23.99 (978-0-8028-4458-3) Church Times Bookshop £15.99 

In this thought-provoking and scholarly book, Richard 

Burridge argues for a way of doing ethics which is based 
on the totality  of Jesus’s ministry — both his words and 
actions. This will, in his view, be essentially paradoxical, 

combining the rigorous  reassertion of the law  found in 
Christ’s teaching on subjects such as marriage, money, 

and violence, with the “open pastoral acceptance”  that he 
practises in relation to sinners and those on the  
margins of society. 

 

Burridge carefully and systematically traces that 

combination of rigorous ethical instruction and inclusive 

community through the letters of Paul and the four 

Gospels, treating specific ethical issues pertaining to each 

part of Scripture. The book culminates with a chapter on 

apartheid as an ethical challenge to reading the New 

Testament; using South Africa as a contemporary case 

study enables Burridge to highlight and further apply his 

previous discussion and conclusions. 
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